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the Alaskan region, overseeing the two largest
national forest systems in the U.S.

In 2000, Mr. Cables moved back to Colo-
rado to serve as the regional forester for the
Rocky Mountain region. Throughout the past
11 years, Mr. Cables served the Rocky Moun-
tain region, working with both local and federal
officials to enhance the productivity of the
Rocky Mountains. In June of 2011, Mr. Cables
was named to be the director of the Colorado
Division of Parks and Wildlife, a position he
called a “dream job.”

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Rick Cables and his outstanding career in
conservation and forestry. | look forward to
witnessing him continue to bring the same
success he has brought to the communities he
served throughout the U.S. to the state of Col-
orado.

———

HONORING STANLEY WELCH ON
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to
Stanley Welch, a member of my staff who has
been with me from the beginning, as he retires
after almost twenty-eight years of federal serv-
ice. Stanley has dedicated a lifetime to public
service and has served the New Haven com-
munity in a variety of capacities—all of which
have enriched the City and improved the qual-
ity of life for its residents.

Stanley has been a member of my staff for
more than twenty years, though | have known
him for much longer. We first met during
Frank Logue’s first campaign for Mayor where
he was involved in coordinating the roving
canvass—a get out the vote initiative that is
used by candidates throughout New Haven
still today. When | was first elected to Con-
gress, | asked Stan to join my team and he
was an invaluable resource as we started up
the District Office, hired staff, and began our
work in constituent services. Stanley under-
stood the importance of constituent services in
the District and, over the years, he has been
a mentor to many new staff members—offer-
ing them guidance and support as they began
their own careers in federal service. As Dep-
uty District Director and casework supervisor
he has played an integral role in ensuring that
the District Office has run smoothly and that
our constituents have had access to federal
resources and assistance in resolving issues
with federal agencies. Stanley himself worked
on issues concerning veterans and over the
course of his career he developed an exper-
tise in this area. His presence in my office will
certainly be missed.

Born in upstate New York and raised in the
greater Boston area, Stanley came to New
Haven in 1962. In the nearly five decades
since he came to our community, Stanley’s
work has touched the lives of thousands. He
was a teacher in the New Haven public school
system, a case manager with the City of New
Haven’s Department of Human Services, vo-
cational counselor with the Greater New
Haven Opportunities Industrial Center as well
as the Director of a Connecticut State shel-
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tered workshop for mentally challenged adults,
Director and Education Coordinator of the
Vanguard Teen Center in Newhallville, and
served as the first Director of the Community
Action Agency of New Haven. Stanley began
his career in federal service with my prede-
cessor, Congressman Bruce Morrison, and
has spent nearly thirty years assisting the peo-
ple of Connecticut's 3rd Congressional District
with difficulties they have had with federal
agencies. In each of these endeavors, Stanley
was looking to make a difference in the lives
of some of our most vulnerable citizens.

In addition to his professional contributions
to the community, Stanley has also dedicated
innumerable hours to local civic and service
organizations. For more than twenty years he
has served on the Board of Directors of Co-
lumbus House, Inc., a non-profit organization
dedicated to serving the homeless and those
at risk of homelessness, as well as the Hill
Development Corporation, a local non-profit
organization dedicated to the revitalization of
New Haven’s Hill neighborhood. He has also
been involved with the United Way Campaign
cabinet and was the first Chairman of the
Combined Federal Campaign of Western Cen-
tral Connecticut. Stanley has been recognized
by a myriad of organizations for his efforts on
their behalf including MaKelLa Incorporated,
the Marine Cadets of America, Youth Busi-
ness Enterprises, the Greater New Haven
Youth Continuum, the Hamden Black Demo-
cratic Club, and Casa Otonal.

It is not often that you find an individual who
dedicates so much of themselves to serving
others. Throughout his professional career and
in his personal time, Stanley has sought every
opportunity to do just that. On a more per-
sonal note, Stanley is not just a member of my
staff—he is family. | cannot thank him enough
for all that he has done over the years. Today,
as he celebrates his retirement, | am proud to
extend my very best wishes to Stanley, his
companion of more than twenty years, Linda
Thorpe; his five sons Stanley, Jr., Jordon, Ju-
lian, Kwad, and Jamal; as well as his fifteen
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. |
wish them all the best for many more years of
health and happiness.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, August 1, 2011

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 323 | was unable to cast my vote on the
House floor because | was ill. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”

————

HONORING THE COMMUNITY
SERVICE ETHIC OF RALPH NILLES

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a great American, Ralph Nilles. Ralph is
a friend of North Carolina and the High Coun-
try whose tireless volunteerism is an inspira-
tional testament to his concern for others and
his community.
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Ever since he retired in North Carolina’s
High Country, he has dedicated his retirement
years to volunteering for almost every local or-
ganization that was doing good things for the
community. One of the characteristics people
admire most about Ralph is how he never
shies away from hard work—he knows the
value of a hard day’s work, especially when it
is given to help others in need.

Although his health has declined recently
and taken him from the volunteer work he
loved so much, his legacy is strong. He is
known as Mr. Volunteer, as the man who will
do what it takes to get the job done. From his
work with the Foscoe Grandfather Mountain
Community Center to his unflagging support
for so many good causes, Ralph is the kind of
person that every American community loves
to call their own.

That's why I'm so proud to honor him today
for his many years of selfless service and his
countless hours of work on behalf of so many
deserving organizations. Ralph is a one-of-
kind man who has made an indelible mark on
his community and I'm confident he has in-
spired many to follow in his footsteps of vol-
unteerism.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GEOFF DAVIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, on
Thursday, July 7, 2011, | mistakenly voted
“no” on Rollcall No. 522—Cole of Oklahoma
Amendment No. 4, an amendment to H.R.
2219, Department of Defense Appropriations
Act. The amendment stated that none of the
funds made available by the underlying bill
may be used to implement any rule, regula-
tion, or Executive Order regarding the disclo-
sure of political contributions that takes effect
on or after the date of enactment of the under-
lying bill. 1 intended to vote “yes” on Rollcall
No. 522.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE SMART
ELECTRONICS ACT

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Smart Electronics Act.

The Smart Electronics Act is an effort to re-
duce the amount of energy consumed by con-
sumer electronic devices. Electronic gadgets
already account for about 15 percent of
household electricity consumption, and as
these gadgets proliferate, their energy use
continues to grow.

The International Energy Agency (IEA) esti-
mates that by 2030, new electronic gadgets
will triple their energy consumption to 1,700
terawatt hours, the equivalent of the home
electricity consumption of the U.S. and Japan
combined. According to the IEA, the inter-
national community will have to build over
15,000 wind turbines (or 200 nuclear power
plants) to power all the TVs, iPods, PCs and
other home electronics expected to be
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plugged in by 2030. The electric bill to power
all household electronics will top $200 billion a
year, compared with last year’s bill of $80 bil-
lion. Most of this increase in consumer elec-
tronics will occur in developing countries,
where economic growth is outpacing devel-
oped nations and ownership rates of gadgets
are lowest.

If the devices are not made more energy ef-
ficient, their proliferation will undermine efforts
to increase energy security and reduce the
emission of greenhouse gases responsible for
global warming. The answer to this problem
will not be found in stemming the tide of elec-
tronic gadget envy, because there is no way
we will be able to do that. Instead, we must
encourage the development of better devices
that are built more efficiently and run on less
energy.

Programs like Energy Star have already
started improving our electronically dependent
world. Last year as a result of Energy Star,
Americans saved $6,000,000,000 while also
saving enough energy to power over
10,000,000 homes. However, the Energy Star
program as it is currently structured cannot
solve the problem due to the limited number of
devices it covers.

To address this, | am reintroducing the
Smart Electronics Act. The bill would require
the Department of Energy (DOE) and the En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) to report
to Congress within a year on several key
areas to ensure we achieve the clarity needed
for industry to thrive. First, the DOE and EPA
must assess the potential for energy efficient
electronics to receive an Energy Star designa-
tion, and the potential savings accrued (e.g.
cost, energy) through a specific program fo-
cused on smart electronics. Second, they
must assess the global growth of electronics
usage and utilization and the associated en-
ergy consumption. Lastly, the bill calls for the
DOE and EPA to standardize a process for
defining, categorizing, and ranking tech-
nologies as “smart.” If it is deemed appro-
priate, a smart electronics emphasis and a
Smart Electronics Registry would be incor-
porated into the Energy Star program.

The bill defines smart electronics as devices
that cooperate with the electrical grid to cut
down on energy consumption. This minimiza-
tion can be achieved through power-factor cor-
rection, utilizing stand-by modes, communica-
tion and monitoring with the smart grid, taking
advantage of off-peak charging and operation,
on-demand and variable processing speed
semiconductors, or switching to a lower power
mode.

Importantly, this legislation will help us
green the electronics industry by providing the
private sector with reliable standards and in-
centives and by educating and empowering
consumers to make smarter and more efficient
choices—all of which help cool the planet.

| look forward to working with Energy and
Commerce Committee Chairman UPTON and
Ranking Member WAXMAN on moving this bill
through their committee and the House.
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RECOGNIZING VENANCIA R. COLET
ON BEING NAMED A 2011 OUT-
STANDING SENIOR VOLUNTEER
BY THE NATIONAL SENIOR MEDI-
CARE PATROL

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Venancia R. Colet, for her exem-
plary volunteer work with the Guam Senior
Medicare Patrol Project (Guam SMP), an out-
reach program which educates Medicare re-
cipients about the complexities of the Medi-
care program. Mrs. Colet was recently named
one of ten SMP volunteers, nationwide, to re-
ceive the Outstanding Senior Volunteer
Award. This national award from the U.S. Ad-
ministration on Aging recognizes the commit-
ment of volunteers to fight against health care
fraud and abuse.

Mrs. Colet worked as a counselor with the
Department of Mental Health and Substance
Abuse (DMHSA) from 1976 to 1997. After her
retirement, she continued to serve the commu-
nity of Guam by training and supervising
DMHSA counselors in responding to crises,
and she has worked with local programs that
address the needs of emotionally disturbed
children and youth in Guam.

In 2008, Mrs. Colet began volunteering for
the Guam SMP program, and since then she
has conducted numerous counseling sessions
with homebound Medicare recipients. She was
the first and is currently the only SMP volun-
teer with proficiency in both the Tagalog and
llocano languages of the Philippines, a skill
that has helped the program reach many
Medicare beneficiaries on Guam.

Mrs. Colet was born in the province of
Vigan, llocos, in the Philippines and moved to
Guam in 1974. She currently resides in the
northern village of Dededo, Guam. She has
been married to Rodolfo Colet for the past 35
years, and they have two children. In addition
to her contributions to Guam SMP, Mrs. Colet
is an active volunteer for the American Red
Cross and has provided voluntary services fol-
lowing the September 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tacks on our Nation.

| congratulate Mrs. Colet on being named
an Outstanding Senior Volunteer for the Sen-
ior Medical Patrol Project. On behalf of the
people of Guam, | extend to her a sincere un
dangkulo nab Si Yu ’os Ma’ase for dedication
and commitment to our community.

—

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF CAPTAIN JEFF BOWEN OF
THE ASHEVILLE FIRE DEPART-
MENT

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Captain Jeff Bowen for his
distinguished service in the Asheville City Fire
Department.

A husband and father of three, Captain
Bowen passed away July 29th, 2011, at the
age of 37, while serving the people of Ashe-
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ville, North Carolina. Captain Bowen first
joined the Asheville Fire Department 13 years
ago and dedicated himself fully to protecting
the city until his life was claimed during a fire
at a Biltmore Avenue medical office building.
Firefighters serve as an integral part of our
community. It is remarkable that men such as
Captain Bowen commit themselves to a pro-
fession that engenders such risk and sacrifice.
These stakes often fashion strong friendships
and bonds that go beyond the walls of any fire
department. Today, we all stand with the 240
firefighters in the Asheville Fire Department
who lost a colleague, a friend, and a brother.
We also pray for Captain Bowen'’s wife, Stacy,
and his three children as they grieve for the
loss of a remarkable husband and father.
Captain Bowen was often described as a
“firefighter’s firefighter,” a selfless man who
truly enjoyed coming to work every shift. He
was respected by his fellow firefighters and
appreciated by his officers. Through his com-
mendable service, Captain Bowen has made
Western North Carolina proud. It is my honor
to commemorate him, and | urge my col-
leagues to join me today in honoring Captain
Jeff Bowen for the sacrifice he has made for
the city of Asheville, the citizens of North
Carolina, and the people of the United States.

JOHN P. ERCUL TRIBUTE

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, it is a great privi-
lege to rise in recognition of Deputy Chief
John P. Ercul, for his 42 years of service in
the Pueblo Police Department, and for his
service in the United States Army.

Mr. Ercul graduated from the Southern Col-
orado State College with a degree in English
and Mass Communications, later attending
many specialized law enforcement schools as
he built his distinguished career of service to
the people of Pueblo. Mr. Ercul's passionate
dedication to his work over four decades has
left an indelible mark on the community and
on the legacy of the Pueblo Police Depart-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, throughout the duration of his
service in the Pueblo Police Department, Mr.
Ercul has been devoted to his community. His
years of service and commitment to the peo-
ple of Pueblo deserve great recognition and
admiration.

——————

THE SERVICE OF ROD WEIGAND,
GRAND LODGE REPRESENTA-
TIVE, IAM

HON. MARTIN HEINRICH

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a notable labor advocate in New
Mexico’s First Congressional District, Mr. Rod
Weigand. Mr. Weigand has served for the past
7 years as Grand Lodge Representative for
New Mexico, Colorado and Wyoming as part
of the International Association of Machinists
and Aerospace Workers, or “IAM.”
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